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Nation’s First Elephant Sanctuary Applauds 

Los Angeles City Council for Supporting California Ban 

on Sale of Ivory and Rhinoceros Horn 

  

San Andreas, Calif. (April 1, 2015) – The Performing Animal Welfare Society (PAWS), the 

nation’s first elephant sanctuary, is applauding the Los Angeles City Council for passing a 

resolution today to support California Assembly Bill 96 (AB 96), which would prohibit the sale of 

ivory and rhinoceros horn in the state. Councilmember Paul Krekorian had introduced the 

resolution. 

  

“PAWS thanks the Los Angeles City Council for supporting this critical bill and sending a 

message to Sacramento that AB 96 is urgently needed,” said PAWS president Ed Stewart.  “The 

key to stopping the rampant slaughter of elephants and rhinos is to stop the sale of ivory 

and rhino horns. We need to take action now, or these iconic animals are headed toward 

extinction.” 

  

PAWS provides sanctuary for nine Asian and African elephants, among other wild and exotic 

animals, at its 2300-acre natural habitat ARK 2000 refuge in San Andreas, California. 

“As someone who has cared for elephants for more than 30 years, I cannot imagine the horror 

that these highly intelligent and sensitive animals endure when under attack by poachers who 

mercilessly slaughter both young and old for their tusks,” stated Stewart. 

  

An estimated 96 elephants are killed for their tusks each day in Africa, and more than 1,000 

rhinos out of a remaining 29,000 in the wild were poached in South Africa in 2014 alone. 

  

California is a major market for illegal ivory, and Los Angeles has consistently ranked among the 

top markets within the state. AB 96 would close a loophole that prevents the effective 

enforcement of existing California law prohibiting the sale of ivory and would also prohibit 

the sale of rhino horns. 

  

New York and New Jersey have passed legislation to end the sale of ivory and rhino horns, and 
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many other states are pursuing similar bills. Statewide bans are critical, as there is no effective 

way to visually distinguish illegal ivory or to determine whether the ivory originated 

from another species. 

  

For more information on PAWS, please visit www.pawsweb.org. 

  

### 

  

Founded in 1984, the Performing Animal Welfare Society (PAWS) operates three sanctuaries in 

Northern California, including the 2300-acre ARK 2000 natural habitat refuge, that are home to a 

large variety of species including Asian and African elephants, African lions, tigers, and other 

exotic animals rescued or retired from circuses, zoos and the exotic pet trade. 

  

PAWS is licensed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the California Department of Fish and 

Wildlife. It is accredited by the Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries, and is rated a four-star 

charity by Charity Navigator and received an “A” rating from CharityWatch. 
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