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Rob Atkinson
Chief Executive Officer
The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee , November 2010 to present
• Graduated from London University with an Honors degree in Zoology.
• Doctorate in Behavioral Ecology from Oxford University.
• Twelve years in field-based ecological research at Oxford University’s Wildlife
Conservation Research Unit, including three years in Africa.
• Former Head of the Animal Department at Woburn Safari Park, a BIAZA and
EAZA-accredited zoo.
• Former Head of Wildlife at the Royal Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals in the UK, the world’s largest
animal protection organization.
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• Author of numerous scientific papers, popular articles, and
book chapters and was a contributor to the seminal The
Elephant in The Room, as well as being an integral part of the
meeting that was the origin of the book.
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Jan Creamer
President/Founder
Animal Defenders International (ADI)
Jan Creamer is President and founder of Animal Defenders International,
now one of the highest profile animal welfare campaigning groups in the
world with offices in Los Angeles, London, and Bogota.
Jan has campaigned for animal rights, welfare and conservation issues
for three decades, including bringing the high profile and successful ADI
Stop Circus Suffering campaign to Europe, South America and the US.
Working through the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES) she secured new rules on the cross-border movements of
endangered species with traveling exhibitions in over 170 countries.
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She directs undercover investigations and has spearheaded cruelty prosecutions and legal cases in the UK, Europe
and South America. One ground-breaking investigation produced the evidence which devastated the UK animal
circus industry – halving the number of animals circuses in just six months.
Jan has directed and played a hands-on role in
international animal rescues around the world
saving lions, tigers, monkeys, and chimpanzees
and other animals from terrible suffering
– often working in very difficult circumstances
in countries including Mozambique and
Chile. Most recently Jan has emptied Bolivia of
circus animals, bringing 29 lions to the US, to
sanctuaries in California and Colorado, as well as
relocating animals in Bolivia itself and to Europe.
She has extensive lobbying experience
throughout the world, presenting the case
to parliamentarians and directing successful
lobbying campaigns. This has included an
active role securing the recent bans on animal
circuses in Peru, Bolivia, and Portugal, as
the legislation currently under discussion in the UK, Brazil, Colombia, and Greece. In addition she was involved in
supplying evidence to key securing the bans in Costa Rica, Singapore and Austria.
Her reports, speeches, television appearances, articles, photographs and video have opened many people’s eyes to
the suffering of animals.
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Pat Derby
President/Founder
Performing Animal Welfare Society
Pat Derby’s advocacy for animals developed more than four decades ago
when she began working with captive wildlife in movies and television
commercials. While working on television series such as Gunsmoke, Lassie,
Daktari, and Flipper, she witnessed firsthand the severe neglect and
abuse that was prevalent in animal training. Determined to initiate better
standards of care and handling for performing animals, Pat chronicled her
experiences in a Book-of-the-Month Club autobiography, The Lady and Her
Tiger. This was the first exposé of the treatment of performing animals. In
1976 it won the American Library Association Award.
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Pat Derby met Ed Stewart in 1976 and the two spent the next few years
promoting Pat’s book — appearing on television programs such as the
“Today Show”, the “Tonight Show”, “The Merv Griffin Show” and other national media outlets. After extensive lecture
tours for national humane societies, the two were persuaded to form their own organization to protect performing
animals and captive wildlife. In 1984 they formed the Performing Animal Welfare Society — PAWS.

Soon after in 1985, Pat and Ed moved to Galt, a small northern California town south of Sacramento. Because of the
critical need for experienced care providers for abused and abandoned captive wildlife, Pat and Ed opened the PAWS
Galt sanctuary in 1985. They immediately began advocacy efforts to help protect performing animals. During their
first year, they wrote and launched AB 1620, which mandated humane care for captive wildlife. The bill was signed
into law. It was the first, in a series of state and federal legislation efforts that PAWS initiated to help better protect
captive wildlife.
As a recognized expert on the care of captive wildlife, Pat has testified before Congress and has served on several
state committees setting standards for the care and handling of elephants and other exotic species. She is a charter
member serving on the Department of Fish and Game’s committee for the Humane Care of Captive Wildlife.

PAWS has published a number of books and reference guides about the exploitation of captive wildlife and Pat’s
second book, In the Presence of Elephants, was
published in 1995. In 2000, PAWS purchased 2,300
acres of pristine native habitat in San Andreas,
California. Named ARK 2000, it s a state-of-theart sanctuary for captive wildlife. There are now
Asian and African elephants residing in spacious
habitats with natural grasses and trees, rolling
hills and lakes. ARK 2000 also provides safe haven
to tigers, lions and bears.
Pat Derby and Ed Stewart are frequently
requested to speak about the care and
management of elephants and other captive
wildlife at national forums and international
symposiums and conferences.
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Catherine Doyle
Elephant Welfare Specialist/Campaign Director
In Defense of Animals (IDA)
Catherine Doyle is the Elephant Campaign Director for In Defense of
Animals (IDA), a leading voice for elephants in zoos and circuses. She has
been an animal welfare professional for more than 13 years, with the last
nine years devoted entirely to elephants.
Her elephant advocacy work began with efforts to rescue Ruby at the Los
Angeles Zoo,
resulting in
her transfer
to the PAWS
sanctuary in
2007.
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Catherine’s research on elephant health, welfare and
management has garnered her a reputation as an expert
on conditions for elephants, particularly those held in
zoos. She has presented expert testimony at numerous
government hearings and has appeared as IDA’s media
spokesperson on television, radio and in print worldwide.
She has served as a consultant for lawsuits regarding
elephants in captivity, and she has been a speaker at
various conferences.
Ms. Doyle makes presentations to children of all ages
about the wonder of elephants and the need to better care for them in the wild and in captivity. She also raises funds
for elephant conservation in Africa and Asia. She is a recipient of the City of Angels Animal Humanitarian Award and
a member of the selection committee for the prestigious
Genesis Awards.
Catherine is currently a master of science candidate in
Anthrozoology at Canisius College in Buffalo, NY.
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Ariel Fagen
Founder, Tufts University Student Chapter of the American Veterinary
Society of Animal Behavior, DVM Candidate, Tufts University Cummings
School of Veterinary Medicine
Ariel Fagen is a DVM candidate at the Tufts University Cummings School of
Veterinary Medicine.
While at Tufts she has also held executive officer positions in the Tufts
chapter of the Veterinary Business Management Association and in
Veterinarians for Global Solutions (VGS), a student organization committed to supporting student training in
international medicine and to community education regarding the role of veterinarians in the international
community, One Health and conservation medicine.
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Her research at Tufts has included study
of the effectiveness of secondary positive
reinforcement training in elephants
(2011) and the calming effects of music
on shelter dogs (2010).

Prior to beginning veterinary school in
2009, Ms. Fagen worked as a small animal
technician at Angell Animal Medical
Center in Boston (2007-2008) and City
Veterinary Care in New York (2008-2009).
She holds a B.A. in Comparative
Cognition from Wesleyan University,
where her capstone thesis focused on
“Assessing the Psychological Well-Being
of Chimpanzees in Captivity.”

In her spare time, she loves to travel, hike
and dance.
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Linda Faso
Las Vegas Animal Advocate
Linda Faso has been an animal activist in Las Vegas for more than 25 years.
She began her activism as an SPCA volunteer, later started participating
in animal-related protests, eventually becoming an organizer and speaker.
Over the years she has cultivated good working relationships with Las Vegas
media, and has become knowledgeable about, and worked with, local animal
control agencies, USDA , county commissioners, city council, zoning boards,
etc., in the Las Vegas area, as well as the state of Nevada. Linda has also done
her share of lobbying, including three trips to Washington, D.C. to meet with
Senators and Congressman on behalf of animal issues.

During the past 25 years, Linda Faso has:

Summit 2012

Living in Las Vegas, the “Entertainment Capital of the World”, it comes as no
surprise that much of Linda’s focus has been on animals in entertainment. She
met Pat Derby and Ed Stewart more than 20 years ago and has worked along
side them on many campaigns and rescues.
• Organized demonstrations, documented problems and contacted the media for every circus that performs in Las
Vegas, as well as coordinated memorable billboard campaigns against Ringling Bros.

• Spent 15 years doing investigative work with award-winning Las Vegas news reporter, George Knapp. She and Mr.
Knapp have worked on in-depth documentaries on cases of animal abuse. Mr. Knapp’s consistent hard-hitting stories
about animals have earned him a Genesis Award for outstanding reporting.
• Negotiated with the Shriners for five years providing documentation on their circuses, pointing out problems and
violations of the Animal Welfare Act. She offered her help in finding human entertainers to do fundraisers, instead of
animals. In 2011, for the first time, Shriner’s Circus Las Vegas did not include any exotic animals.

• Helped with the Bobby Berosini orangutan abuse case at the Stardust Hotel. For nine months Linda headed up
demonstrations in front of the hotel and became the point person in Las Vegas for dancers, crew and others who fed
her information that she passed on in the fight against Berosini. A few years later, Linda and PETA were successful in
having Berosini removed from the Tropicana Hotel where he was using the orangutans for photo shoots.
• Found outand reported on the severe leg injury to Stoney the elephant who performed at the Luxor Hotel. She
monitored the situation and contacted the media when the hotel tried to secretly remove him from their property, a
move that resulted in his death.
• Worked with PAWS, participating in the rescues of Jenny the elephant who went to live at The Elephant Sanctuary;
Manfried and Tuffy (Kodiak and grizzly) who went to PAWS; and 5 wolves that were sent to Candy Kitchen in New
Mexico.

• Headed demonstrations and media campaigns regarding the Mirage Hotel dolphins, putting together a media blast
featuring Ric O’Barry and Ben White.
• Headed up demonstrations in Las Vegas against the National Finals Rodeo, bull riding, bloodless bullfights, pet
stores, puppy mills, fur industry, factory farm issues, animal testing issues and others. Worked to help strengthen
cruelty statutes in Nevada, testifying before State Legislature on puppy mill bills, horse tripping bills, trapping bills,
dog fighting, cock fighting and bear hunting.
Linda is now focused on HR 3359, the Traveling Exotic Animal Protection Act. She is scheduling meetings with
Nevada’s three Congressional representatives to discuss the importance of this bill.
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Dagmar Gerdes
Biologist, Operant Conditioning Manager/Protected Contact
San Juan de Aragon Zoo, Mexico
• Born and raised in Mexico City
• Studied Biology at the Sciences Faculty of the National University
• (graduated 1998)
• Studied a Diploma Course in Wildlife Management at Jersey Zoo validated
by the University
of Kent, UK (2000)
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Dagmar has
worked at the
San Juan de
Aragon Zoo
since 1998, and
is in charge of
the Education Department, the Behavioral Enrichment
Department and the Operant Conditioning Program.

In addition to Ms. Gerdes’ work with elephants, she has
also worked with several species — chimpanzees, hippos,
spectacled bear and birds of prey.
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Martha Golar, Esq.
Association of the Bar of the City of New York, Animal Law
Martha Golar is a transactional attorney in New York, and currently serves
as the Chair of the Legal Issues Pertaining to Animals Committee of the
Association of the Bar of the City of New York (NYCBAR).

• The Traveling Exotic Animal Protection Act
• The Preservation of Antibiotics for Medical Treatment Act
• The CHIMP Act
• The Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act
• Display of wild and exotic animals in public entertainment
• Electrocution of fur-bearing animals
• Live animal labs in medical schools
• Veterinary devocalization surgery on dogs and cats
• Horse-drawn carriages
• The method of confinement of animals raised for food
• Downed animals
• Animal tethering
• Banning the release of certain birds for ceremonial purposes
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During her three-year tenure as chair of this committee, the NYCBAR has
issued reports or legislative positions on a myriad of animal law subjects
including, by way of example:

Ms. Golar is also co-author of a NYCBAR manual entitled, “Prosecuting Animal Fighting and Live Animal Cruelty
Depictions: Legal Issues Under New York & Federal Law.” She is presently a senior attorney at the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey, a bi-state agency. Previously, she worked in the private sector, and was a long-time senior
corporate counsel at the international company formerly known as Joseph E. Seagram & Sons, Inc.
Ms. Golar is a past president of two New York bar associations – the New York Women’s Bar Association and the
Judges & Lawyers Breast Cancer Alert (JALBCA, a health law bar association) and continues to serve on the board of
JALBCA and as editor of its newsletter.
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Petter Granli
Elephant Conservationist and Advocate
Executive Director ElephantVoices
Petter Granli is co-Founder and director of ElephantVoices and has been
working for the interest of elephants since 2001.
Petter Granli trained as an economist and has broad experience from
corporate level management and communication. He worked for many
years as a management consultant, with special focus on leadership, team
building, marketing and communication. He has extensive experience in
different trades as board Chairman or member.
Mr. Granli’s venture into wildlife conservation began in 1998 as he was one
of the founders of the Norwegian eco-travel company, Basecamp Explorer,
which he directed for three years. In this capacity he initiated the Maasai
Mara Cheetah Conservation Project and several collaborative eco-projects involving the Maasai.

Summit 2012

In 2001 Petter Granli joined partner Joyce Poole’s study on elephant communication, cognition and social behavior,
conducting playback experiments and recording elephant vocalizations and behavior in Amboseli National Park,
Kenya. Affiliated with the Amboseli Elephant Research Project this study continued until 2010.

In 2004, on behalf of Amboseli Trust for Elephants and ElephantVoices, Mr. Granli initiated the project “Mitigating
Human-Elephant Conflict in the Amboseli Ecosystem, Kenya.” The project was executed in collaboration with the
Kenya Wildlife Service and School for Field Service. The project continued until 2006, with Petter Granli as Steering
committee member. The project was the basis for
PhD studies for two Kenyan citizens, John Kioko and
Winnie Kiiru.

In early 2011 Petter Granli and Joyce Poole founded
an elephant conservation project in the Maasai Mara,
Elephant Partners.
Petter Granli’s particular objective and responsibility
in ElephantVoices is the use of web-related
technologies and channels to reach a global
public about elephants. His responsibilities include
strategy development, administration, international
networking, photo/video, web-development,
documentation, media outreach as well as technical
aspects of work in the field.

The activities of ElephantVoices cover a broad range
of issues from studies of elephant behavior and
communication, to efforts related to their welfare
and conservation. In partnership with Dr. Poole Mr.
Granli works consistently for the better treatment and
protection of individuals, influencing management policies for wild and captive elephants. Together they initiated The
Elephant Charter. The Charter provides a set of guiding principles, based on elephant biology, forming a touchstone
for anyone needing to address elephant interests. In late 2011 ElephantVoices launched Elephants in Sanctuary, Overall
Principles.
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Colleen Kinzley
Director of Animal Care, Conservation and Research, Oakland Zoo
Colleen has been caring for elephants in zoo settings since 1983 with the
last 21 years spent at the Oakland Zoo.
In 1991, the Oakland Zoo became the first zoo to convert all their elephants
to Protected Contact. Since that time Colleen has been an advocate
for Protected Contact management and outspoken critic of out-dated
management practices such as the use of the bull hook, long term chaining,
and using elephants in traveling shows.
She has conducted circus inspections and continues speak out and testify against the abusive practices of circuses.
Colleen has studied elephants in the wild and
completed her Master’s degree on unique
behavior patterns in musth bulls.
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She believes that a primary role of zoos is to
support field research and conservation.
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Gina Kinzley
Senior Elephant Keeper II, Oakland Zoo
After graduating with a degree in Zoology and Animal Science at California
Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, Gina decided to fulfill
her goal of caring for animals by pursuing a career in zoo keeping. As a
volunteer intern in 2005, Gina was introduced to the Oakland Zoo Elephant
Program and shortly thereafter became a full time elephant keeper. In
2010 she was promoted to a Keeper II position where her responsibilities
included oversight of the Zoo’s Behavioral Observation Team, a group
of trained volunteers that help gather data for behavioral management
on a variety of species. The elephant team has collected hundreds of
hours of data for the use of increasing welfare through observation and
management improvements.
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Since her time as a keeper she has been able to travel to Namibia to help participate in wild elephant behavioral
research, has advocated the truth about circus abuse and appropriate management practices through blogging on
the Zoo’s website, and has taken a leading role in participating in elephant welfare related studies.
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Winnie Kiiru
Research Associate, Amboseli Elephant Research Project (AERP)

Winnie Kiiru is an elephant biologist and a research associate with the
Amboseli Trust for Elephants. She is also co-founder and director of CHDConservation Kenya, an organization that supports community based
wildlife projects in Kenya.

Winnie has been working on a Ph.D. thesis at the University of Kent, Durrell
Institute of Conservation and Ecology, focusing on conflict between people
and elephants
around
Amboseli
National Park in
Kenya.
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Winnie is a well known international speaker on elephant conservation and
welfare. She has spoken to audiences at the prestigious Royal Geographical
Society in London, across USA and Canada, India and Sri Lanka, South Africa
and Kenya, her home country.
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Gail Laule
President, Active Environments
Gail received her Masters degree in Behavioral Science from California State
University, Dominquez Hills. She has been interested in animal welfare
since beginning her career at Marineland in California in 1979, where
she helped pioneer the use of training techniques to gain the voluntary
cooperation of marine mammals in husbandry and medical procedures.
In 1985, Gail and her partner, Tim Desmond, formed Active Environments
to provide consulting services to enhance the care and welfare of
captive animals. They developed innovative techniques to achieve
this goal including: protected contact, a positive reinforcement-based
system for managing elephants; cooperative feeding, a technique for
enhancing positive social interaction in groups of animals; and behavioral
management, an integrated systems approach to optimal care for captive
species.
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Protected Contact, a positive reinforcement-based system for managing
elephants, has also proven to increase keeper safety. Since Protected
Contact method’s were first introduced to the zoo community in 1991, more than 50% of the zoos in the United
States now use Protected Contact to manage their elephants and its popularity is continuing to grow throughout the
world.

Gail works full-time as an international animal behavior consultant, helping zoos and sanctuaries develop behavioral
management programs to improve captive animal care and well-being. She has worked with more than 70 elephants
in more than 20 facilities.
Gail has been an invited speaker at numerous conferences and meetings, and is also president of Wildlife in Need,
a US-based non-profit and sister organization to AE, that is currently engaged in conservation and animal welfare
projects in the Philippines.
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Keith Lindsay, Ph.D.
Researcher/Conservation Biologist
Member, Scientific Advisory Committee Amboseli Elephant
Research Project (AERP)
Dr. Keith Lindsay is a Canadian-British conservation biologist and
environmental consultant based in Oxford, United Kingdom, with more
than 30 years of professional experience.
He has had direct involvement in biodiversity research and
conservation, protected area monitoring and management,
environmental assessment, land use planning, information systems,
institutional analysis and climate change mitigation in Africa, Asia, the
Middle East, the Caribbean and Canada.
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Dr. Lindsay’s involvement with elephants dates back to 1977, when he joined the Amboseli Elephant Research Project
in southern Kenya. Beginning by building second-hand radio collars and monitoring vegetation plots, his work led
to MSc and PhD research projects on feeding ecology, habitat interactions and population demography, and more
recently the analysis of elephant ranging and ecosystem change with Geographic Information Systems.
During the late 1980s and early 1990s, he worked in the Research Division of the Department of Wildlife & National
Parks in Botswana on wildlife movements in the Kalahari and on elephant research priorities and management policy.
A past member of the IUCN/SSC African
Elephant Specialist Group, he maintains his
research interests in the conservation of
African elephants, with particular reference
to population management, ivory trade and
welfare issues. Recently, he has worked on
elephant management questions in relation
to CITES (the Convention on the International
Trade in Endangered Species) and has
contributed to consultations by the South
African government on culling in Kruger
National Park.
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Guy Lichty
Curator of Mammals, North Carolina Zoological Park
After graduating with a B.S. in Biology in 1977, Guy Lichty started his zoo
career as an elephant keeper at the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo. Within a few
years, he was promoted to one of two Area Supervisor positions, including
oversight of the elephant barn. He spent 3 years in that position before
taking a job as a field biologist with the National Marine Fisheries Service,
studying marine mammals for 2½ years.

In 1993, Guy was offered a position of Curator at the North Carolina Zoo
and since that time, has been responsible for the elephant program.
The NC Zoo prides itself on being one of the first Positive Reinforcement
Training Protected Contact zoos in the country dating back to 1994.
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In 1984, Guy returned to zookeeping at the San Diego Zoo, working with all
animals in the mammal department, including significant time spent in the
elephant barn. In 1988 he was promoted to a supervisory position which
included shared oversight of the elephant barn.

Over the years, Guy has gained hands-on experience with Africans
and Asians, cows and bulls, calves and geriatric animals, free and
protected contact, loading, unloading, transport, restraint, reproductive
assessments, natural breeding, hand-rearing, exhibit design and
construction.

He took part in the successful cataract surgery on one of his zoo’s bull
elephants this year, which is believed to be a first. He is a professional
member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) and an
Institutional Representative (IR) for several Taxon Advisory Groups/Species
Survival Plans (TAGs/SSPs). He has attended many of the International
Elephant Research Symposiums.
Guy has been on the AZA Elephant SSP/TAG Steering Committee since 2003. He is responsible for developing
and publishing the 2006 SSP Elephant Exhibit Design Resource, which can be found on the AZA website. He has
been providing exhibit design information from his files to
numerous zoos ever since. Guy is currently compiling the
latest information for a second edition to be published in
2012.
The North Carolina Zoo strives to be a leader in captive
elephant management, exhibition and conservation. In 2008
the zoo completed construction on an $8.5 million expansion
of its elephant and rhino breeding programs, including a new
12,000 square foot elephant barn. The zoo now houses two
bulls and five cows.

The NC Zoo is conducting field research on elephants in
Cameroon and contributes to other in-situ research. In
addition, the NC Zoo participates whenever possible in ex-situ elephant research, including all phases of the current
IMLS Elephant Welfare Study. The Zoo has also hosted two well-attended workshops on protected contact elephant
training and enrichment.
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Cindy Machado
Director of Animal Services, Marine Humane Society
Captain Cindy Machado is the Animal Services Director for The Marin
Humane Society in Marin County, California.
After completing her formal education and specializing in animal sciences,
Machado began her career as an animal services officer with MHS over 28
years ago.
She is currently in charge of administering the animal services contract for
Marin County and all of its cities as well as supervising the daily activities of
the Field Services Department.
Machado specializes in exotic animal issues and provides training on various
topics involving animal cruelty and other animal protection concerns.
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She is experienced in developing regulations and legislation specific to exotic animals and traveling shows and has
followed numerous circuses and documented problems associated with the welfare of animals in circuses. Machado
regularly assists animal welfare professionals with many aspects of circuses including enforcement strategies,
education and inspections. She is currently a member of the Society for Animal Welfare Administrators.
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Katie Maneeley
Founder, The Animal Agency
Professionally, Katie Maneeley holds the position of Budget Project Manager
at a global advertising agency in Los Angeles. Katie’s passion for advertising
is surpassed only by her love for animals and her commitment to help protect
them.
In 2011, Katie combined her passions and formed The Animal Agency — a nonprofit advertising agency established to promote awareness of animal welfare
issues through mass media outlets.
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Katie has already placed print ads in Southern California educating the public
on circus cruelty and as the organization grows, plans to expand advertising
efforts into multiple markets.
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Sharon Niel
Wildlife Conservationist and Author
Ms. Niel has studied threatened wildlife species and participated in critical
research concerning the impact of human land management upon animal
populations in Namibia and Kenya.
In Namibia, Sharon worked at the Cheetah Conservation Fund as a
volunteer, assisting with the care of the captive population of cheetah, as
well as monitoring free-roaming wildlife populations.
In Kenya, Sharon worked at Tsavo Park
and Rukinga Wildlife Refuge, participating
in wild elephant studies—density,
population and behavior—with Dr. Barbara McKnight.
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In America, Ms. Niel has a professional background in Human Resources
Administration, holding a Bachelor’s degree in Sociology and a Master’s degree in
Human Resources & Organization Development.
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Dr. Caitlin O’Connell-Rodwell
Founder, Utopia Scientific
Faculty, Stanford University School of Medicine
Caitlin O’Connell-Rodwell is on the faculty at Stanford University Medical
School, Instructor, Department of Otolaryngology, Head & Neck Surgery,
Stanford School of Medicine; and a Research Affiliate, Center for Conservation
Biology, Stanford University & Utopia Scientific

Dr. O’Connell-Rodwell has published over 30 peer-reviewed scientific papers
and numerous articles for the popular press. She wrote The Elephant’s Secret
Sense: The Hidden Life of the Wild Herds of Africa (Free Press, 2007), An Elephant’s
Life: An Intimate Portrait from Africa (Lyons Press, 2011) and, with Donna M.
Jackson, The Elephant Scientist, in Houghton Mifflin Harcourt’s Scientist in the
Field Series (2011) and is currently writing two new books about elephants.
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Dr. O’Connell-Rodwell is an author of three nonfiction books about elephants.
In addition, she holds a Ph.D. in Ecology from University of California, Davis.
Dr. O’Connell-Rodwell has been studying elephant ecology, conservation and
behavior at her field site in Namibia for 20 years.

Dr. O’Connell-Rodwell also teaches Science Writing for Stanford and the New York Times Knowledge Network and
has recently started to work on human health issues within elephant conservation communities (conservancies) in
Namibia.
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Joel Parrott, DVM
Executive Director, Oakland Zoo
Dr. Joel Parrott has been the Executive Director of the Oakland Zoo since 1985. Since
then the Zoo has been transformed into a premier wild animal park where animal
welfare is recognized as the top priority. The Oakland Zoo strives to influence animal
welfare through example, education and advocacy.
Born in the Adirondack region of New York State, Dr. Parrott spent his high school
years in Miami, Florida, before moving to Colorado to attend college where he
received his BS and DVM degrees from Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Colorado. Upon graduation from
veterinary school, he completed an internship at the Denver Zoo and later went into private practice in Castro Valley,
California. His specialty is exotic animals and he was a consulting veterinarian for the Oakland Zoo until 1984, when
he became the Staff Veterinarian and Assistant Director. A year later, he became the Executive Director at the Oakland
Zoo.
Dr. Parrott has overseen many new developments at the Zoo in the past twenty five years. An avid conservationist
and naturalist, he views the role of zoos as instrumental to environmental education.
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Dr. Parrott has long been an advocate for Protected Contact Elephant Management and has spoken out against the
use of Free Contact Elephant Management as well as the use of elephants in circus.
Under Dr. Parrott’s leadership the Oakland Zoo has also become one of the most progressive Zoo’s in its support of
conservation through funding wildlife conservation and research projects. Last year the Zoo was one of the first to
initiate a Quarters for Conservation Program where a quarter of each admission goes to conservation and guests
receive a token to vote for their favorite projects.
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Tim Phillips
Vice President/Founder
Animal Defenders International (ADI)
Tim Phillips has been campaigning on animal protection issues for more
than 25 years, and is cofounder of Animal Defenders International (ADI).
Tim has appeared in the media and in debates in many countries. He
is the coauthor of numerous reports, articles and has edited several
animal protection magazines and has been employed as a consultant by
numerous organizations. As a scriptwriter, director and editor Tim has been
awarded for his animal protection documentaries, adverts and training
videos for ADI and many other animal protection groups.
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Tim coordinates the ADI Special Investigations Department which has
placed undercover field officers in over 20 animal circuses around the world as well as making detailed observations
of animals in up to 100 other circuses. He himself has filmed and photographed numerous areas of animal suffering
and abuse including wildlife dealers, bush meat markets, animal experimentation laboratories and dealers, factory
farms, and, of course circuses including working undercover himself at the notorious Chipperfield Enterprises in the
UK.

He has been part of the ADI team responsible for bringing prosecutions of circus personnel in the UK (including the
securing the conviction for cruelty of the notorious Mary Chipperfield) and Chile, as well as working on several other
important legal cases.

Tim has directed international animal
rescues round the world saving lions,
tigers, monkeys, and chimpanzees and
other animals from terrible suffering.
He has extensive lobbying experience
throughout the world, presenting the case
to parliamentarians in the UK, as well as in
the United States on Capital Hill.

Major achievements by Tim and his
team include securing the prohibition of
cosmetics tests on animals throughout
Europe, a declaration by the European
Parliament to phase out experiments on
primates and to prohibit the use of apes
and wild caught primates in experiments,
securing the ban on dissection
requirements for students in the UK, and
the prohibition of all animal circuses in Bolivia, with bans instigated by ADI currently under discussion in the UK, Peru,
Colombia, and Brazil. At local Government level he has secured several prohibitions of animal circuses. Internationally,
he was part of the ADI team that secured the CITES regulations on the cross border movements of animals in
travelling exhibitions/circuses.
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Dr. Joyce Poole
Elephant Ethologist and Conservationist
Director ElephantVoices
Joyce Poole, one of the world’s foremost authorities on elephants, has
studied the social behavior and communication of African elephants for
more than 30 years, and has dedicated her life to their conservation and
welfare. At the age of 19 she began her life’s work in Amboseli National Park
studying under mentor, Cynthia Moss. Dr. Poole is a member of Amboseli
Elephant Research Project (AERP), the world’s longest study of elephants,
which forms an unparalleled body of knowledge. In 2011, she and her
husband, Petter Granli, founded an elephant conservation project in the
Maasai Mara.
Dr. Poole received her BA with high honors from Smith College in 1979, her Ph.D. from Cambridge University in 1982,
and completed her post-doctoral research at Princeton University.
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Poole’s observations and discoveries about the intimate social and sexual lives of African elephants include the
discovery of the heightened sexual and aggressive phenomenon of musth in male elephants, the use of powerful
calls to communicate over long distances, the production of calls below the level of human hearing and the ability
of elephants to imitate sounds of other species and machines. Recent collaborative research has shown elephants’
capacity for empathy and probed the possibility that mothers demonstrate appropriate courtship behavior to their
daughters.

Joyce Poole’s critical finding that ivory poaching destroys the social fabric of elephant society was instrumental to the
enactment of the international ban on the ivory trade in 1989. Her understanding of male elephant behavior, and the
importance of social learning and role models in calf development, have been key to the adoption of more humane
elephant management practices, including the banning of elephant capture for captivity in several countries.
As head of the Elephant Program of Kenya Wildlife Service from 1990-1994, Dr. Poole was responsible for elephant
conservation and management throughout Kenya. Her knowledge and enthusiasm inspired many young Kenyans
who today hold key elephant conservation and welfare positions in the country. In 1996 she was awarded a Smith
College Medal for her research and training in Africa.

Dr. Poole’s work and discoveries continue to make headlines,
giving insight into the minds and behavior of this fascinating
and threatened species. She has written numerous popular
articles, scores of scientific publications, four of which have
appeared in Nature, and she has authored two books, Coming of
Age with Elephants and Elephants. Having participated in more
than 75 TV documentaries, Joyce continues to set the spotlight
on elephants and their interests.
Using her in depth knowledge of elephant society, Dr. Poole
works consistently for the better treatment and protection
of individuals, influencing management policies for wild and
captive elephants. She is a leading author of The Elephant
Charter and has appeared as expert witness on behalf of elephants in legal cases around the world. As a Director of
ElephantVoices, and working with Co-Director and husband, Petter Granli, Joyce Poole’s mission is to continue to
inspire wonder in the intelligence, complexity and voices of elephants and to secure a kinder future for them through
research and the sharing of knowledge.
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Deborah Robinson
Captive Elephant Specialist
Volunteer, In Defense of Animals
Ms. Robinson graduated from Boston University School of Law in 1977 and
spent a number of years working in Legal Services for elderly, handicapped
and low income people.
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Since 2007 she has been involved with In Defense of Animals’ Elephant
Campaign, mostly on issues relating to elephants used in circuses in the US.
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Matt Rossell
Campaigns Director
Animal Defenders International
Matt Rossell’s undercover investigative work began by accident when he
responded to the pathetic cries of day-old kittens whose brains were being
experimented on at Boys Town Hospital. Since then, his unlikely career
investigating animal cruelty has taken him behind the locked laboratory
doors of OHSU’s Oregon National Primate Research Center, under the big
top at Walker Brothers Circus, and inside almost every type of factory farm.

Rossell has spent more than a decade publicly campaigning and lobbying
for animals in the Pacific Northwest, with notable successes, including
leading an 18-month protest that led to the historic shuttering of
Schumacher Furs, a fourth generation fur salon in Portland, Oregon.
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While secretly collecting evidence to report the abuses, he has seen
and done it all, from processing parts on the kill floor of an Omaha
slaughterhouse to rescuing fox pups from an Illinois fur farmer after a fourmonth investigation.

Matt now works as Campaigns Director in the Los Angeles office of Animal Defenders International (ADI), heading up
their U.S. Campaigns including the Break the Chain campaign, the grass roots effort to end circus cruelty by passing
the Traveling Exotic Animal Protection Act (H.R. 3359). This federal bill introduced by Congressman Jim Moran (D-VA)
aims to wild and exotic animals from traveling circuses in the U.S.

Matt’s expert comments and undercover work have appeared in hundreds of news stories in cities across the country
including Nightline, CNN, New York Times, Boston Globe and the Washington Post. He has also appeared in multiple
documentaries and frequently speaks publicly on animal issues.
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Kartick Satyanarayan
Founder & Chairperson
Wildlife SOS India
Kartick started his wildlife conservation work with the New York Zoological
Society working on Tiger Ecology Research.
Disillusioned by wildlife conservation, he established Wildlife SOS in 1995
with Geeta Seshamani and embarked on a project to change Indian history
by bringing an end to the barbaric practice of dancing/performing bears
in India.
Kartick heads the anti-poaching division of Wildlife SOS called “Forestwatch”
and has had his share of dangerous encounters with poachers and wildlife
criminals as he works with the enforcement agencies and government
authorities across India to help control poaching of bear cubs.
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Kartick is an Honorable Wildlife Warden for Government of Delhi,
a Member of Wildlife Crime Control Bureau, Central Zoo Authority
& National Tiger Conservation Authority Leopard Conflict
committee.
Wildlife SOS works across India with an intelligence network
of informers and works with enforcement authorities to tackle
wildlife crime. Wildlife SOS also operates four rehabilitation
centers for Sloth bears and two rehab centers for Asiatic black
bears in India. WSOS has started a captive Elephant Rescue and
Welfare Project in Mathura and five elephants have been rescued
on this project. It also runs rescue centers for leopards & reptiles.

Kartick is an invited speaker at national and
international venues including, Royal Geographical
Society, London in May 2011, International Conference
on Bear Research and Management, Ottawa, Canada
in July 2011, Advancing Bear Care Conference, Banff,
Canada in October 2011, and a TED fellow.
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Geeta Seshamani
Founder, Secretary – Wildlife SOS India
Head - Sloth Bear and Kalandar rehabilitation project
Vice President – Friendicoes SECA
By day, Geeta Seshamani is a Delhi University English Professor.
Geeta’s involvement in Animal Welfare began in 1979 when she started
working with Friendicoes SECA.
Through her passion, she is involved with wildlife conservation and research
through animal rescue organizations Friendicoes and Wildlife SOS. Geeta
has been a member of the Animal Welfare Board of India and a member of
the Central Zoo Authority, Government. of India, and has received several
lifetime achievement awards and commendations for her work in the field.
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Geeta established Wildlife SOS in 1995, with Kartick Satyanarayan, and did
the investigative research project to understand the socio economic relationship between the performing sloth
bears and their human owners. Further using a scientific and out-of-the-box approach she established four sloth bear
rescue centers which helped to bring an end to the brutal practice of bear dancing in India — while simultaneously
rehabilitating the Kalandar communities through education and alternate livelihoods.
Through Wildlife SOS, she has also established a sloth bear habitat protection project which enables protection of
sloth bear habitat where there is an increase in human bear conflict. WSOS also works on research to devise solutions
to mitigate the increasing conflict.
Geeta spearheads the rehabilitation project
to rehabilitate the Kalandars which in turn has
drastically reduced the demand for sloth bears and
in turn curbed poaching of wild sloth bear cubs for
this practice in India. Geeta, together with Kartick
Satyanarayan, manages the running of the four
sloth bear rescue centers.

Geeta ran a mobile clinic for three years for 40
injured captive elephants in Delhi and its environs
in (2006-2009). This led to a deepening interest in
the husbandry, management and welfare of captive
elephants in North India. Geeta spearheads the
Wildlife SOS elephant project to rehabilitate abused
and handicapped elephants, while campaigning
to improve conditions of captive elephants in
India. WSOS has started a captive Elephant Rescue
and Welfare Project in Mathura and a total of five
elephants have been rescued on this project. It also runs rescue centers for leopards and reptiles.
Geeta helped Friendicoes establish a mobile clinic for working equines, as well as spay and neuter programs for stray
dogs and cats. Friendicoes provides lifetime care to more than 1,100 animals, in addition to operating ambulances for
distressed animals.
Geeta is an invited speaker at national and international venues including, International Conference on Bear Research
and Management, Ottawa, Canada in July 2011, Advancing Bear Care Conference, Banff, Canada in October 2011.
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Denise Sofranko, DVM
Field Specialist for Elephants
USDA/APHIS/Animal Care
Dr. Denise Sofranko graduated from Iowa State University College of
Veterinary Medicine in 1985. She also holds a Master of Science degree in
Journalism and Mass Communication.
After receiving her DVM, she co-owned and managed a large animal
veterinary practice in Manitoba, Canada.
She started her career with the Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS), a branch of the USDA, in 1988 as a member of the Public
Veterinary Practice Career program in Ohio and then worked for 4 years
with APHIS Veterinary Services’ veterinary accreditation program. Before joining the APHIS Animal Care program in
1997, she took a position with the Governmental Relations Division for the American Veterinary Medical Association
as a media specialist and congressional liaison.
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After joining Animal Care in 1997, she served as an inspector in New Mexico, Arizona, and Colorado. She has been the
Animal Care Field Specialist for Elephants since 2004.
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Ed Stewart
Performing Animal Welfare Society
Founder/Director
After graduating from the University of Tennessee’s College of
Communications, Ed Stewart worked in marketing and advertising and
embarked on extensive international travel.
In 1976, he managed the Auto Show in Cleveland, Ohio, where he met Pat
Derby, the national representative for Lincoln Mercury, and trainer of the
live cougars used in the car commercials. Ed joined Pat as a representative
for Lincoln Mercury at national auto shows and later became book
promotions coordinator for the national book tour of The Lady and Her
Tiger.
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In 1978, he and Paty opened and operated the Howling Wolf Lodge and
Wild Animal Sanctuary in Leggett, California. Ed soon became involved in
captive wildlife management and quickly developed his skills in designing and constructing large-animal enclosures.
He also became a tireless advocate for animal welfare at the California State Legislature and the Department of Fish
and Game – working to ensure better care for exotic animals in entertainment.
In 1984, Pat and Ed founded the Performing Animal Welfare Society — PAWS. As leaders of PAWS, they introduced
legislation to set higher standards for the care and handling of captive wildlife. Their first bill was signed into law in
1985.

In 1985, Ed began initial construction of the original PAWS sanctuary for captive wildlife in Galt, California and years
later would oversee the construction of ARK 2000, a 2,300-acre wildlife sanctuary in San Andreas, CA. Ed’s innovative
and enriching wildlife habitat designs at ARK 2000 have taken him all over the world as a consultant for other wildlife
facilities. Concurrently, his expertise in wildlife management has helped with rescues and transportation issues and
as an international consultant and founder of a Rotary International
program to mitigate elephant and human conflicts has led to developing
programs in India and Thailand.
Ed’s skills in communication are utilized in production of television
documentaries on wildlife and animal protection issues. Along with Pat
Derby, he and PAWS have been featured on CNN, 20/20, Animal Planet,
The Crusaders, Dateline, Animal Planet, The Leeza Show, The Montel
Williams Show, and other national media promoting PAWS’ campaigns to
protect captive wildlife.
Ed is currently Director of Sanctuary Operations for PAWS’ three
sanctuaries and serves as PAWS animal care manager and trains staff and
volunteer keepers with the proper care of captive wildlife.
Ed also participates in regional projects. He serves on a number of
committees and boards and spearheads several philanthropic causes
for under-served children and seniors – the “Senior Olympics” and the
“Galt Running of the Berries” – only a few examples of his involvement in
broad-based community projects.
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Adam Stone
Assistant Curator – Behavioral Management/Mammals,
Elephant Program Manager, Zoo Atlanta

Adam Stone graduated from the University of Texas in 1991 with a B.S. degree in
Biology. He has 21 years of animal management experience. The first seven years
of his career were spent working with chimpanzees at research facilities where
his positions were dedicated to front line chimpanzee well-being. His many
responsibilities included collecting behavioral research data, training chimpanzees
utilizing positive reinforcement, and implementing enrichment programs. It
was this work that provided his initial exposure to and his parallel appreciation
for the contentious pressures and politics of working with high profile animals in
captivity.
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In 1997, Adam went to work for Active Environments, Inc., as a behavioral management and facility design consultant
and received his initial exposure to working with elephants. During this time he gained valuable experience and
insight in the politics and management of captive elephants working alongside his mentor and learning from 12
elephant program transitions from free contact to protected contact.
In 1999 he was part of a small group that initiated protected contact training with the Beijing Zoo’s adult Asian bull
for basic husbandry behaviors and transferred that training to the Zoo’s elephant management team (in Chinese!).

Since 2000, Adam has been an Assistant Curator of Mammals at Zoo Atlanta with dual oversight of the Zoo’s
behavioral management programs. In 2001 he became the Elephant Program Manager and directly facilitated and
supervised the transition of the Zoo’s three African cows from free-contact to protected contact. In recent years,
Adam has continued to facilitate applied behavioral research, the successful AI of a 27 year old primiperous cow, and
her subsequent related birth preparation.
Adam is Zoo Atlanta’s senior qualified elephant handler and has worked their cows in free, confined-free and
protected contact. A significant aspect of his Elephant Program Manager role is dedicated to maintaining staff skill
levels, high elephant care and training standards, as well as the annual revision and standardization of the Zoo’s
comprehensive elephant operations manual based on current guidelines, best-practices and relevant scientific data.

Adam has a well developed knowledge of elephant behavior, husbandry, and a strong commitment to conservation
and the valuable role that science plays in managing captive and wild elephant populations. He is a professional
member of the Association of Zoo and Aquariums (AZA), and serves as Zoo Atlanta’s Institutional Representative (IR)
for the AZA Elephant TAG and African Elephant Species Survival Plan (SSP). He has attended multiple Elephant TAG
meetings, several IEF International Elephant Research Symposiums, coauthored a number of relevant articles and
presented his work at a variety of scientific meetings. Adam supports the use of science based data in conjunction
with relevant and applied practices for making productive and
progressive decisions about elephant management and care and
strongly believes that elephant welfare should transcend politics
and personal agenda.
Animal welfare and applied research are focused priorities at Zoo
Atlanta. The Zoo has hosted the Protected Contact Elephant
Training and Enrichment Workshop and frequently supports
graduate studies focusing on elephant cognition. In addition to
supporting in-situ elephant conservation projects, Zoo Atlanta
actively supports ex-situ applied research, including all phases of
the current IMLS Elephant Welfare Study.

PAWS / Summit for the Elephants 2012 / March 28-31 / Oakland, CA

29

SPEAKERS & PANEL MEMBERS

Leonie Vestering
Wilde Dieren de Tent Uit
(Dutch association against the use of wild animals in circuses)
Founder, Elephant Haven, European Elephant Sanctuary
Leonie Vestering serves as Director of the Dutch Association Against the
Use of Wild Animals in Circuses (“Wilde Dieren de Tent Uit” which means
“Wild animals out of the big top”).
It is an ambitious undertaking and goals include breaking established
patterns and thus improve the lives of animals. Through public campaigns,
political lobbying and research Leonie is hoping to end animal abuse in the
entertainment industry. There are about 20 elephants used in circuses in
The Netherlands.
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As one of the founders of “Wilde Dieren
de Tent Uit” Leonie works daily with
leading (inter)national animal welfare
organizations that are members of the
association. Other groups include: WSPA,
FOUR PAWS Foundation, Foundation
AAP and many Dutch prominent animal
welfare organizations.
Leonie is also one of the founders of
Elephant Haven, the first elephant
sanctuary in Europe, which is currently
being set up.
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Tony Verhulst and Sofie Goetghebeur
Zookeepers, Antwerp Zoo, Belgium
Founders, Elephant Haven, European Elephant Sanctuary
Zookeepers Tony Verhulst and Sofie Goetghebeur have been working at the
Antwerp Zoo in Belgium since 1993. Antwerp Zoo is one of the oldest zoos
in the world, and holds the studbook for five animals, including the okapi
— introduced in the zoo shortly after its discovery in Congo.
Sofie currently works with sea lions, but throughout her career has also
worked with great apes and okapis.
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Tony has spent 11 years
working with elephants
using Protected Contact.
He has also spent time
at the Elephant Nature
Foundation’s Elephant
Nature Park in Thailand,
helping founder Sangduen “Lek” Chailert with target training for the
elephants. During his stay he looked after Jarunee, a special needs
elephant who is blind.
Tony started target
training with Jarunee
and also worked with Faa Mai. He helped to train the mahouts in the
family group by using volunteers to act as elephants in mahout training
sessions, making for
fun and productive
learning experiences.
Tony and Sofie are
two of the founders of
Elephant Haven, the
first elephant sanctuary in Europe, which is currently being set up.
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Anna J. Ware
Board of Directors, Atlanta Humane Society
Anna Ware has been a lifelong animal rights advocate and activist. She has served on the Board of Directors for the
Atlanta Humane Society for more than 15 years and she is currently also serving on the Executive Committee.
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Ms. Ware is on the President’s Circle and Executive Committee at People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA).
She has also worked with HelpStopDogFighting.com to investigate dogfighting.
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Margaret Whittaker
Behavioral Consultant, Active Environments
Margaret Whittaker began her animal career in at the Houston Zoo where she
worked as an animal keeper in the small mammal, primate, large mammal,
elephant, and pinniped areas.
She began developing her skills with positive reinforcement training (PRT)
techniques when working with the pinniped collection, and applied these same
techniques to a variety of monkeys and great apes.
When Margaret became the supervisor of the elephant and pinniped areas,
the elephant program was in the process of converting to Protected Contact
management for the entire herd of Asian elephants. This was the first breeding
program to manage all of its elephants, including babies, with only PRT.
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Conservation programs have always been a priority interest; she has been an active
member of the AZA Old World Monkey Taxon Advisory Group (TAG) since its inception in 1991, is the SSP Coordinator
for Guenons, manages the North American Diana monkey Studbook and is the population manager, and is the
behavioral advisor to the TAG.
For the past 16 years, Ms. Whittaker has been with Active Environments as a behavioral consultant working with zoos,
biomedical facilities, and sanctuaries in North, Central and South America, Europe, and Asia, to develop behavioral
management programs for a broad range of species. Her expertise is behavioral management program development
that incorporates the use of positive reinforcement training and environmental enrichment techniques to enhance
captive animal care and welfare.
Margaret has published numerous papers and book chapters on the benefits of positive reinforcement training,
teaches workshops worldwide that focus on: PRT for elephants, primates, and broader workshops for all zoological
species; and elephant foot care and management. She received her B.S. is in Wildlife and Fisheries Science from Texas
A & M University, and she has completed M.A. work in Anthropology at the University of Houston.
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Delcianna Winders, Esq.
Director of Captive Animal Law Enforcement
Professor, Tulane University Law School
Professor, Loyola University New Orleans College
Delcianna Winders, Esq., is PETA’s Director of Captive Animal Law
Enforcement and a professor of animal law at Tulane University Law School
and Loyola University New Orleans College.
From 2009 to 2010 she worked as the acting director of education and
advocacy for Farm Sanctuary.
From 2007 to 2009, she worked as an associate at Meyer Glitzenstein &
Crystal (which Washingtonian Magazine named the “most effective publicinterest law firm in Washington, D.C.”), and before that served as law clerk
to the Honorable Martha Craig Daughtrey (U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Sixth Circuit).
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Winders is a graduate of New York University School of Law, where she was
senior notes editor of the NYU Law Review and recipient of the Vanderbilt
Medal for outstanding contributions to the Law School. She has written articles about animal law for several legal
publications and presented specialty talks at conferences and law schools (including the University of Chicago, NYU,
Tulane and Yale).
As a committed animal advocate and environmentalist, Winders has also worked with and advised numerous
nonprofit organizations in addition to Farm Sanctuary, including Farm Animal Reform Movement, the Natural
Resources Defense Council, In Defense of Animals, and the Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine.
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